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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment and Arguments 

1 . At page 1 0 reference is made to a July 27, 2004 information disclosure 
statement. The office action mailed on 3/14/2006 in paragraph 2 discussed July 27, 
2004 information disclosure statement and stated the foreign patents and Non-Patent 
Literature have not been consider because they are not present in the IFW file and that 
a CDROM is not a proper method of providing foreign patents and Non-Patent 
Literature. Thus, the foreign patents and Non-Patent Literature listed on the July 27, 
2004 information disclosure statement's PTO/SB/08A 1449 have not been considered. 

2. The amendment filed on 8/14/2007 has been entered. The amendments to 
claims 53, 55, 56, 61 , and 66 do not claim the haptic-feedback device as described by 
applicants specification. The specification at page 24 line 18 to page 25 line 25 clearly 
describes the haptic-feedback device's filtering is selective and page 33 line 1 to page 
36 line 32 describes the necessary steps needed to implement a selective disturbance 
filter. Page 34 lines 7-8 states "If it is a filter command, in step 310 the process 
activates, deactivates or configures the filter as appropriate to the command." Thus the 
claimed "selectively filtering the input data based on the haptic-feedback signal" of claim 
53, the claimed "selectively filtering input data form the haptic-feedback device upon the 
haptic-feedback device receiving the haptic-feedback signal" of claim 55, the claimed 
"selectively filtering the input data to produce a held data value" of claim 56, the 
claimed "selectively filtering the sensor data according to a disturbance filter process" of 
claim 61, and the claimed "a filter configured to receive the sensor data and to provide 
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input data based on the haptic-feedback signal" of claim 66 do not claim the described 
haptic-feedback device's method of filtering, note figure 17 and steps 304, 306, 308, 
310,312,314,316, 318, and 320. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 53, 55, 56, 61, 66, 69, 71-79, 81-86, and 88-101 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Independent claims 53, 55, 56, 61, and 66: 

The claims have been amended such that it is not clear how the filtering is 
selectively or only performed when the haptic-feedback device outputs the haptic 
feedback force. The specification at page 24 line 18 to page 25 line 25 clearly describes 
the filtering is selective and page 33 line 1 to page 36 line 32 describes the necessary 
steps needed to implement a selective disturbance filter. The claimed "selectively 
filtering the input data based on the haptic-feedback signal" of claim 53, the claimed 
"selectively filtering input data form the haptic-feedback device upon the haptic- 
feedback device receiving the haptic-feedback signal" of claim 55, the claimed 
"selectively filtering the input data to produce a held data value" of claim 56, the 
claimed "selectively filtering the sensor data according to a disturbance filter process" of 
claim 61, and the claimed "a filter configured to receive the sensor data and to provide 
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input data based on the haptic-feedback signal" of claim 66 do not claim the described 
haptic-feedback device's method of filtering, note figure 17 and steps 304, 306, 308, 
310, 312, 314, 316, 318, and 320. Thus, the claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission 
amounting to a gap between the steps. See MPEP § 2172.01. 
Independent claim 53: 

This claim claims a filter that filters "based on the haptic-feedback signal", 
however, the claim does not claim when the filter filters due to "based on" and what 
happens when there is no haptic-feedback signal due to "based on" and when the 
haptic feedback device does not output the haptic feedback force. 

Independent claim 55: 

This claim claims a filter that filters "upon the haptic-feedback device receiving 
the haptic-feedback signal", however, the claim does not claim when the filter filters due 
to "receiving" and what happens when there is no haptic-feedback signal due to 
"receiving" and when the haptic feedback device does not output the haptic feedback 
force. 

Independent claim 56: 

This claim claims a filter that filters "the input data to produce a held data values", 
however, the claim does not claim when the filter filters and what happens when there is 
no haptic-feedback signal and when the haptic feedback device does not output the 
haptic feedback force. 
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Independent claim 61: 

This claim claims a filter that filters "the sensor data according to a disturbance 
filter process... the disturbance filter process being associated with the haptic feedback 
signal", however, the claim does not claim when the filter filters due to "associated with" 
and what happens when there is no haptic-feedback signal due to "associated with" and 
when the haptic feedback device does not output the haptic feedback force. 

Independent claim 66: 

This claim claims a filter that is "configured to receive the sensor data and to 
provide input data based on the haptic-feedback signal" and that filters "only when the 
haptic feedback device outputs the haptic feedback force", however, the claim does not 
claim when the filter filters due to "based on" and what happens when there is no haptic- 
feedback signal due to "based on" and when the haptic feedback device does not output 
the haptic feedback force. 

Dependent claims 69, 71-79, 81-86, and 88-101: 

The dependent claim do not correct the above identified issues found in their 
respective parent claim. 

5. A prior art rejection cannot be made because the metes and bounds of the 
claims are not definite and because the specification does not clarify the claims. Thus, 
an indication of allowability would be premature. In re Steele, 305 F.2d 859,134 USPQ 
292 (CCPA 1962) (it is improper to rely on speculative assumptions regarding the 
meaning of a claim and then base a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103 on these 
assumptions). 
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6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffery A Brier whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7656. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 7:30 to 4:00. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael 
Razavi, can be reached at (571) 272-7664. The fax phone Number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Jeffery A. Brier/ 

Primary Examiner, Division 2628 



